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and de Lorraine; not one of all her royal kindred, male or female, did she overlook.
She expressed a desire, furthermore, that each of her servants should retain such articles as were properly in his or her care; that the linen, for instance, should go to the maid who looked after it, her embroidery to the one who had it in charge, the silver plate to her butler, and so through the list.
When they asked her to give them their discharge, she said that it would be useless to them.
"You are responsible to none but me, and so after to-morrow you will be responsible to no one."
But when they reminded her that the King, her son, might put forward a claim to their services, she admitted the force of the argument and gave them what they asked.
As she had no hope of being allowed to receive a visit from her confessor, she wrote him the following letter:
" I have been harassed all day because of my religious belief, and have been urged tc receive ministrations of a heretic. You will learn from Bourgoin and the others that all that was said to me on the subject was absolutely without effect, and that- I did not cease to assert my fealty to the faith in which I propose to die. I asked that you might be permitted to receive my confession, and administer the sacrament, but my request was unkindly refused, as well as my further request that my body should be taken to France, and that I be allowed to make my will without hindrance, so. that I can write nothing except with their hands, and subject to the good pleasure of their mistress.
" As I am not permitted to see you, I here confess my sins to you in general, and not specifically as I would otherwise have done, and I -beseech you, in God's name,